Identification of cytomegalovirus and human herpesvirus-6 DNA in a patient with corneal endotheliitis.
To report the case of a patient with unilateral corneal endotheliitis in which both cytomegalovirus (CMV) and human herpesvirus-6 (HHV6) DNA was identified in the aqueous humor. A 67-year-old man with corneal endotheliitis OD was referred to us for decreased visual acuity. Local corneal stromal edema, pigmented keratic precipitates, a coin-shaped lesion and minimal anterior chamber reaction were observed by slit-lamp biomicroscopy. Cells with owl's eye appearance in the endothelial cell layer were observed by in vivo laser confocal microscopy. The patient had rheumatoid arthritis, which was treated by oral prednisolone and intravenous abatacept. Polymerase chain reaction analysis of aqueous humor samples detected both CMV and HHV6 DNA, but not other HHVs. Treatment with topical ganciclovir and systemic valganciclovir resulted in a clear cornea. A patient with corneal endotheliitis had both CMV and HHV6 DNA identified in the aqueous humor. Although both viruses were identified in this case, clinical manifestations resembled CMV corneal endotheliitis, and it was unclear whether HHV6 could affect the clinical course. Systemic abatacept and corticosteroid therapy might play a positive role in cases with both CMV and HHV6 DNA in this corneal endotheliitis.